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M ES S EN G ER 

Summertime  

Oh, the lazy days of summer, 

What happiness they bring;  
A time to just enjoy the sun, 

And not do anything! 

 
Pleasant outings with good friends, 
Those burger on the grill; 

A game of cards, a round of golf, 

We just canõt get out fill. 

 
A cloudless sky, warm sunny days, 

A picnic by the shore; 

a loving gamily gathered around. 

No one could ask for more! 

 
An Eagleõs flight is beautiful, 

With ease it soars on high; 
Another symbol of Godõs love, 

We view it with a sigh! 

 
Oh, summertime, please stick around, 

We have much need of thee, 

A quite time to reminisce, 

And ponder whatõs to be! 

 
Happy Summer! 

 
Elaine Kestly 2010 



Highlights  From FLCõs Council  Meeting  May  21, 2024 

 

 
The following council members were nominated and voted in unanimously for 
officer positions: Patty Greene, President; Yolanda Van Haren, Vice President; 
Teresa Laham, Secretary; and David Bowman, Treasurer. 

Financial Report: 
¶ Regular giving for April is slightly ahead of budget. Expenses are slightly ahead of 

budget, but we are sitting nicely YTD. 
Old Business: 
¶ The new boiler will be installed on or around June 5th. 
¶ The new stove has recently been installed in the kitchen. 
¶ The new copier is set to be installed at the end of May. The new copier will enable 

us to print our newsletter in house likely starting in August. 
¶ Boards have been working on updating church policies. Updates have been 

approved for the Office Use policy and the Service Cancellation policy. 
New Business 
¶ The following council members were assigned to boards: Sheila Hansen, Board of 

Christian Fellowship; Sheila Hansen, Board of Christian Outreach/Servanthood; Andy 
Jacobson, Board of Property. A new board was approved, Board of Marketing and 
Technology, with Patty Greene assigned. Conrad Sonneman was removed from the 
Board of Christian Outreach/Servanthood. Other members will remain on the 
boards on which they are currently serving. 
¶ A Safety Task Force will be formed to work on updating locks/keypads, cameras and 

lighting for inside the church and church grounds. In addition to making the church 
safer, this will aid in making the church more accessible for meetings/groups/youth 
when the church doors are locked. 
¶ Friday Lunches for the Homeless Program: We will serve lunches from June 7th 

through August 30th (13 Fridays). The Board of Christian Outreach/Servanthood will 
use Signup Genius to schedule volunteers. 
¶ Pastor Andy will be away at Confirmation camp June 24-28, in New Orleans July 15- 

21 and also two family vacations this summer July 24-31 and August 17-25. Pastor 
Andy will be gone on Sunday July 21st, 28th and August 18th and 25th. 

Please Note: All are welcome to listen in at the church council meetings which are held 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30, except in July. If you have concerns, questions 
and comments, please reach out to our council president, Patty Greene, Pastor Andy or 
other council members. 

A complete copy of the minutes, once approved at the following ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ meeting, will 
be available on the bulletin board in the Fireside Room or in the church office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T H E S T A F F 

Pastor Andy  Wendle 

Pastor Brian Staude  

Visitation Pastor 

Connie Dorner  

Faith Formation Director 

Stephanie  Bowman  
Contemp. Music Coor. 

Rebecca Konik  
Church Secretary 

Brenda Leick 
Church Secretary 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Pres.: Patty Greene 246-4476 

V.P.: Yolanda VanHaren 860-5053 

Treas: David Bowman 629-5487 

Sec.: Teresa Laham 790-0993 

BOARDõ REPRESENTATIVES 

Christian  Education  

Nichole Rabitz 

Christian  Fellowship  

Sheila Hansen 

Christian  Outreach/Servanthood  

Patty Greene, Teresa Laham 
Sheila Hansen, Patti Fellows 

Sue Bryntesen 

Christian  Stewardship  

David Bowman, Jean Olson 

Congregational  Care 

Harry OõConnell 

Finance 

David Bowman, Nick Port 

Marketing  & Technology  

Patty Greene 

Teresa Laham 
Lin 

Music  &  Worship  akel 

Council Secretary da Jurgens, Lorene J 

Personnel  

Yolanda Van Haren 

Property  

Andy Jacobson 

Youth  Ministries  

Nichole Rabitz, Ned Jerabek 

fe 

Missionaries  in Japan 

Rev. James & Carol Sack 
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In Remembrance 

Joan Skeels 

Anna Krueger 

Brian Robinson 

Contact Us: 
First Lutheran Church 920-682-7742 

office@flcmanitowoc.org 

Pastor: PastorAndy@flcmanitowoc.org 
Ext.104 

Pastor Andy Wendle can also be reached for 
Pastoral support on his cell phone 

# 541-490-6703. 

Connie Dorner: Faith Formation Director, 
Ext.106 cdorner@flcmanitowoc.org 

Stay in Touch with us! 
Not getting any of our correspondence? Call or 
Email us to make sure our records are updated 
ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΦ 

mailto:office@flcmanitowoc.org
mailto:Rhacker@flcmanitowoc.org
mailto:cdorner@flcmanitowoc.org


SUMMER JUNE-JULY 2024 
 

 
Grace and Peace to you in the name of our living and loving Savior, Jesus the Christ! 

Several years ago now, I was sitting in a meeting when the man next to me, just blurted ƻǳǘ άIŜƭƭƻΦέ I turned to 
ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ άDƭŜƴƴΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ He then made the universal signal that he was on the phone 
(though there was nothing in his hands) and I grew quiet. IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ά!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ōȅŜΦέ that I was able to learn that he recently had new hearing aids installed that were Blue- 
tooth capable and synched to his phone. 

L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƛŘǎΦέ What is im- 
portant to glean from this little story, however, is that our world, our technology, our culture have been and are 
changing our world at a rapid pace. You and I know this to be true. όaȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿΗύ Some 
of these changes we love ς being able to see our relatives in another state through Face Time or Facebook (now 
Meta). Some of these changes pain us ς like people looking at their phones all the time. And yet, it is all here. 
The question is, what does it all mean? 

What does it mean to do ministry in the 21st century in such an environment? What does it mean to live with 
these realities and understand that they are a part of the people who come walking through our door? What 
does it mean for how we need to share the timeless, valuable message of Jesus Christ? 

This coming fall I will be starting a course, with your ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ blessing, designed to help us begin to think in new 
ways about how we carry out effective ministry in our context today. The course does not seek to provide you 
with my answers to what that looks like, what we should be doing, or even just download my ideas about the 
world today. The course instead will seek to introduce a process by which those who engage the course will 
necessarily learn, commit and be formed into agents of grace in our community to help us think, move and set 
new priorities for ministry in our context. In a more theological way, we will seek to position ourselves into such 
a community that will allow the Holy Spirit to blow where it chooses! 

The course will last at least six to eight months and will require those who participate to make a commitment to 
attend at least five of the six ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ have over those seven months. ό²ŜΩƭƭ take a break around the Christ- 
mas holiday.) Those who participate will also purchase or share at least 5 different books to help shape our 

learning over this time period. Finally, we will form ourselves into a community that will mutually support, learn 
and share our hopes, dreams and learnings with the community of First Lutheran. 

We will be calling this Missional Leadership Development. This will not be a quick fix group or a group that 
seeks to completely upset the apple cart of who we are or have been. Rather, through our learning, through a 
comprehensive look at what it means to live and be in ministry in 2024 and beyond, we will seek to creatively 
enter into a conversation about how to set new missional priorities for First Lutheran. 

Does this sound exciting to you? Does this sound frightening to you? Be praying for us as we form this group. 
We will need to form a group, of about 8 people, who will be a part of this process of reshaping and reforming 
our congregation for our ministry that our times today demand. 

All of this is a big task, a big challenge and a big opportunity. This work is the context of ministry for churches 
today. We do, First Lutheran has, a great capacity to meet the challenges of this our new day. Is it hard work? 
Yes, but it is also the way of moving forward with Jesus Christ at the head of all of who we are. 

In Peace, 
Pastor Andy 

άCƻǊ surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǊƳΣ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǇŜΦέ Jeremiah 29:11 
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Need fast relief? Slow 
down! 

!ŎǘƻǊ [ƛƭȅ ¢ƻƳƭƛƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άCƻǊ 
fast-ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǘǊȅ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΦέ 
{ǳƳƳŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άǎƭƻǿ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ it once was τ if indeed it ever 
truly was. But perhaps we can use it as 
ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ άŘƻǿƴǘƛƳŜέ 
around the plethora of activities, travel 
and always-busy work schedules. Pause 
ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ άCome 
with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎǘέ όaŀǊƪ сΥомΣ bL±ύΦ 

It may be a refreshing spot at a lake, a 
hike in the woods, an early-morning 
fishing trip. May 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
be, around your work schedule, you can 
reserve time for a few days of church 
camp, a picnic at the city park, a nap on 
a blanket in the backyard sun. Help the 
ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

to not be on the go and to take a screen 
-time sabbath τ even to experience 
boredom and see what creativity blos- 
soms. Do art projects together, ride 
bikes, paint with water or chalk on the 
sidewalk, pick berries, bake cookies, 
solve puzzles, sing songs! 

Try slowing down, as Lily Tomlin τ and 
even Jesus τ advised. In summer, and 
ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭΗ 

Newsletternewsletter.com 62024 

Baptized Unto the 

Lord 

On Sunday May 5, 2024, 

Dylan & Kayla 

(Fehrmann) Baryenbruch 

presented their son, 

Kalvin Kree Baryenbruch for Holy 

Baptism. He was born on July 22, 2022 

in Manitowoc WI. Kalvinôs sponsors 

are Bryan Baryenbruch, 

& Becca Schnell 

fe 

 

 

It  was a joy to celebrate my ordination as a Deacon in the 

ELCA here at First Lutheran with you. This congregation has 

been an important part of my faith journey and you have 

helped me discover my gifts for ministry. That is why I treasure 

the gift of the beautiful stole I received from you for my 

ordination. This stole symbolizes how I see my chaplain 

ministry. The artist found inspiration for her design from the 

story of the disciples meeting Jesus on the road to Emmaus 

after his resurrection. As they walked and talked with Jesus 

they didn't recognize him until he sat and ate with them. 

When they finally realized it was Jesus they said, "were not 

our hearts burning within us while he spoke with us on the 

road?" That burning is the work of the Holy Spirit that I experi- 

ence when I meet people "on the road" and talk with them. It 

is the love of God flowing into me and through me to others. 

I experienced the flow of this love when I worked here as a 

youth director: teaching confirmation, leading youth groups, 

attending camps, youth gatherings, and mission trips with the 

students. I have experienced the flow of this love while leading 

worship, attending Bible study and women's retreats, and through the many relationships I have devel- 

oped here over the last 14 years. What an incredible gift you are and continue to be in my life. I am so 

grateful for each of you and I will think of you every time I wear this beautiful stole. 

Grace and peace, 

Deacon Stephanie 
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Graduations 

Congratulations to 
the following young 

adults who have recently graduated: 

Nicklas Lee Michaelson 
University of Wisconsin - Stout 

Computer and Electrical Engineering 

Gwen Elizabeth Stryzewski 
Lincoln High School June 7 

Andrea Marie Taylor 
Valders High School June 2 

May the Lord continue to guide you 
on your journey and bless you with 
every success, happiness and hope 

for the future! 
 
 
 
 

 

2024 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING! 

LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
be traveling to New Orleans for the Gathering! Permit me to 
share more about this transformative week from the good peo- 

ple who are planning the event. 

ά¢ƘŜ goal of the Gathering is to create environments and opportunities for faith 
formation through worship, interactive learning, bible study, service and fellow- 
ship. We hope that our young people will be affirmed and challenged in their 
faith, experience new perspectives, ponder their vocation, bond with their con- 
ƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 9[/! ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦέ 

Over 15,000 people will attend the Gathering! Besides eating beignets and other 
ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘŀƛƭΥ 

§ A mass gathering every night where ǿŜΩƭƭ hear inspiring speakers and praise 
songs and hymns led by house bands. 

§ An Accompaniment Day where we will have the opportunity to do service, be 
ƛƳƳŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ culture and story or learn about social justice and 
advocacy initiatives. Our kids will experience a meaningful day of learning 
and will hopefully be inspired to bring back ideas for our own community. 

§ A day of Interactive learning where students will get to explore a άƘƻƭȅ play- 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
partners from across the ELCA. 

§ Synod Day where ǿŜΩƭƭ gather for a 50-minute worship service. On this day, 
ǿŜΩll also have time to explore the French Quarter through an interactive 
team-based scavenger hunt! 

§ Community Life. Every evening after the mass gathering, there will be time 
for our youth to take part in fellowship events at all of the hotel properties. 
There will be quiet activities, loud and energizing activities ς something for 
everyone. 

§ There will also be a bit of free time built in the schedule for special activities, 
rest or exploring the city on our own. 

Once again, THANK YOU for supporting this experience for our young people! 
Please continue to pray for us as we prepare and for safe travel to and from New 
Orleans. We look forward to sharing our stories and adventures with all of you 
upon our return. 

 
 
 

 
Psalm 93:4 �³�0�L�J�K�W�L�H�U than the thunder of 

the great waters, mightier than the 
breakers of the sea�²the Lord on high 

is �P�L�J�K�W�\���´ 
 
 

 

June 2 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

81:1-10 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
Mark 2:23�v 3:6 

June 9 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Genesis 3:8-15 
130 
2 Corinthians 4:13�v 5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 

June 16 First 
Psalm 
Second 

Gospel 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 
92:1-4, 12-15 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 

[11-13] 14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 

June 23 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Job 38:1-11 
107:1-3, 23-32 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

June 30 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Lamentations 3:22-33 
30 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

 
 

 

July 7  First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 
123 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

July 14 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Amos 7:7-15 
85:8-13 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

July 21 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
23 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 28 First 
Psalm 
Second 
Gospel 

2 Kings 4:42-44 
145:10-18 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 
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Spe c ial Mu sic f  or  this 

Su m m er!  

Come join us in sharing your musical 
talent! 
We are once again looking for Ψ{ǳƳƳŜǊ 
aǳǎƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘΩ to share with our First 
Lutheran Family. Please consider shar- 
ing your musical gifts (instrumental or 
vocal) on Sunday during the Special 

Music selection during worship. 
Children, teens, families ς solos, duets, 
small groups ς all are welcome! If you 
can share in worship in this way, please 
contact Connie Dorner at 682-7742 or 

901-2584 to schedule a date. 
Thank you! 


